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Salvation begins and ends in God 
 

»  ‘I am a safe secure child of a loving Father’ 
Justified, united, adopted, [a saint] 
 

 

» ‘I am becoming more like his Son’ 
Sanctified  

 

 

» What happens when we get these muddled? 

 

 

 

What does change look like? 
cf Galatians 2.14 

 

» “The gospel is opposed to earning, but not to effort” (Dallas Willard)  
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Sanctification is all of grace, too! 
 

Gospel vs. Religion 

o Religion: I obey therefore I’m accepted 

o Gospel:   I’m accepted therefore I obey 

 
 
 
 

» What difference does this make to: 
» Who you think God is? 
» How you read your Bible/teaching in Church? 

 

 

 

» “If we teach grace too much, what will keep our people from sinning?” 
What’s wrong with this? 
 
 
 
 

Obeying the law OR making the law/religion our gospel 
» Father – who we’re trying to please 
» Son – what we think will save us 
» Spirit – where the power to change is from 

 
 
 
 
The grace of community 
  



The gospel: Daily driven to the cross 
 

» It is good to know your sin & tendency to sinfulness… not to curve me 
inward but to drive me to look upward 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
» What do you find most helpful in this?  

 
 
 
 

» In what ways do you perform/pretend? 
 

  



Living the gospel on the spot 
 

» See the sin  (understand my heart) 
 

» Run to Christ  (repentance & acceptance) 
 

» Enjoy that the gospel is true  (which aspect most applies to my heart?) 
 

» Trust that the gospel leads to change  
 

 
Repentance: a continual habit of the heart 

» When I feel myself getting bitter rather than feeding resentment by 
rehearsing wrongs I turn to trust… that God is good and will use the 
circumstances to bear the fruit of holiness in my life.  Bitterness is grumbling 
against God’s goodness. 
 

» If I feel I am getting self pitying, rather than 
feeding my self centeredness I turn to trust… 
 

 

» If I feel I am getting angry rather than feeding my annoyance by reflecting 
on how incompetent others are I turn to trust… 
 

 

» When I feel I am becoming insecure, rather than fishing for compliments or 
lying in order to be thought of as good I will turn to trust… 
 

 

» When I feel sexual temptation, rather than delighting in a lie I will turn to 
trust… 

  

What am I forgetting 
about the gospel? 

What do I need to 
remember now? 



Looking in the right direction 
 
Only a fraction of the present body of professing Christians are solidly 
appropriating the justifying work of Christ in their lives…. Many have a 
theoretical commitment to this doctrine, but in their day-to-day lives they rely 
on their sanctification for their justification, drawing their assurance of 
acceptance with God from their sincerity, their past experience, their recent 
religious performance or the relative infrequency of their conscious, wilful 
disobedience. 
 
Few know enough to start each day with a thoroughgoing stand on Luther’s 
platform:  you are accepted, looking outward in faith and claiming the wholly 
alien righteousness of Christ as the only ground for acceptance, relaxing in 
that quality of trust which will produce increasing sanctification as faith is 
active in love and gratitude….  
 
Much that we have interpreted as a defect in sanctification in church people is 
really an outgrowth of their loss of bearing with respect to justification.   
 
Christians who are no longer sure that God loves and accepts them in Jesus 
apart from their present spiritual achievements, are subconsciously radically 
insecure persons. Their insecurity shows itself in pride, a fierce defensive 
assertion of their own righteousness and a defensive criticism of others.   

—Richard Lovelace, Dynamics of Spiritual Life (IVP, p101) 
  



Grace teaches us to hate sin 
 

There is no better test as to whether a man is really preaching the New 
Testament gospel of salvation than this: that some people might 
misunderstand it and misinterpret to mean that... because you are saved by 
grace alone it does not matter at all what you do; you can go on sinning as 
much as you like because it will redound all the more to the glory of grace....  

If my preaching and presentation of the gospel of salvation does not expose it 
to that misunderstanding, then it is not the gospel. 

— Martyn Lloyd Jones on Rom 6.1 

 

For the grace of God... teaches us to say ‘No’ to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 
age.  —Titus 2.12 

 

The gospel creates the only kind of grief over sin which is clean and which 
does not crush. It says: ‘Look at Jesus dying for you! He won’t leave you or 
abandon you—how then can you respond as you are? He suffered so you 
wouldn’t do this thing! You are not living as though you are loved! As his child! 
It is not because he will abandon you that you should be holy, but because 
this is the one who at inestimable cost to himself has said he won’t ever 
abandon you! How can you live in the very sin that he was ripped to pieces to 
deliver you from?’  

See the grace of God argument...?  

Repentance out of mere fear is really sorrow for the consequences of sin, 
sorrow over the danger of sin—it bends the will away from sin, but the heart 
still clings.  

But repentance out of conviction over mercy is really sorrow over sin, sorrow 
over the grievousness of sin—it melts the heart away from sin. It makes the 
sin itself disgusting to us, so it loses its attractive power over us. We say, ‘this 
disgusting thing is an affront to the one who died for me. I’m continuing to 
stab him with it!’ —Tim Keller 

 

 
  



Believing the gospel 
 
This is a very important and pleasant comfort with which to bring wonderful 
encouragement to minds afflicted and disturbed with a sense of sin and afraid 
of every flaming dart of the devil... 
 
You want to have a conscious righteousness; that is, you want to be 
conscious of righteousness in the same way you are conscious of sin. This 
will not happen. 
 
Your righteousness is not visible, and it is not conscious; but it is hoped for as 
something to be revealed in due time. Therefore you must not judge on the 
basis of your consciousness of sin, which terrified and troubles you, but on 
the basis of the promise and teaching of faith, by which Christ is promised to 
you as your perfect and eternal righteousness. 
 
In the conflicts and fears that continually return to plague you, you should 
patiently look with hope for the righteousness that you have only by faith until 
it is revealed perfectly and eternally in due time.  
 
‘But I am not conscious of having righteousness, or at least I am only dimly 
conscious of it!’ You are not to be conscious of having righteousness; you are 
to believe it.  
 
And unless you believe that you are righteous, you insult and blaspheme 
Christ, who has cleansed you by the washing of water with the Word (Eph 
5.26) and who in His death on the cross condemned and killed sin and death, 
so that through Him you might obtain eternal righteousness and life. You 
cannot deny this, unless you want to be obviously wicked, blasphemous, and 
contemptuous of God, of all the divine promises, of Christ, and of all his 
benefits.  

—Luther, Lectures on Galatians 
  



Believing the gospel – God’s role & ours 
 

God’s purpose: 

» To conform us to the image of Christ; to restore our true humanity [Rom 
8.28, 2 Cor 3.18]. This means we will become a lover of God and others 

 

Change is God’s work: 

» The reign of the Father over us [Rom 8.28-30, Heb 12.10-11] 
» The presence of the Son with us [2 Cor 5.21, Rom 6.6] 
» The power of the Spirit in us [Gal 5.16-17, 1 Cor 2.6-16, Rom 8.13] 

 

What is our role? 

“This is the goal… not to force behavioural change, but to encourage people’s 
new natures with the gospel. We seek to open people’s eyes to the full glory of 
Christ’s grace as they see the gravity of their sin. The gospel is what turns 
idolaters into worshippers of God. Its what makes the self-righteous humble 
and willing to listen. The gospel gives practical courage to the fearful and 
discouraged, and helps the weak to live with confident perseverance. The 
gospel turns victims into helpers and the self-absorbed into those who love to 
serve. True Biblical confrontation confronts people with much more than their 
sins and failures. It confronts people with Christ… Hope for change always 
rests on him.” 

--Paul David Tripp, Instruments in the Redeemer’s Hands 


